Variation in movement and habitat use In sub-adult fishes within an estuarine seascape
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Introduction

Red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus) and southern flounder (Paralichthys
lethostigma) are estuarine-dependent fishes found in subtropical waters of
the Gulf of Mexico and the southeastern United States. Together red drum
and southern flounder are among the most sought after species in neatr- Euclidean Distance-
shore Texas waters and support an economically important recreational Based Analysis (EDA)
fishery valued at over $1 billion dollars. While the importance of three
dimensional estuarine habitats to juvenile settlement is well recognized,
patterns of habitat use, movement, and connectivity of juveniles and sub-
adults across estuarine seascapes are poorly understood. Because
regional success of adult populations are dependent on local production,
an improved understanding of the suite of habitats required to reach
maturation is critical to effectively identify essential fish habitat (EFH) and
evaluate the potential impacts of environmental change (i.e. habitat loss).
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Conclusions
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