Appendix 13: Recommendations for Rescue of a Submerged Unresponsive Compressed-Gas Diver

From: S.J. Mitchell et al., Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine 2012, Vol. 39, No. 6, pages 1099-1108

Diver found unresponsive at depth
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Head in neutral position.
Ascend according to training agency recommendations.
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At surface turn face up and establish positive buoyancy.
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CPR if indicated from water possible?
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Give 2 rescue breaths and assess surface
support availability

Tow victim or wait

whilst administering

intermittent rescue
breaths

Surface support <
5 minutes away?

Remain in place giving rescue breaths for approximately
1 minute, then tow (without breaths) to nearest surface
support
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