
Texas A&M University 
at Galveston welcomes 
the new senior Yell Lead-
ers, JD “Big Ponch” Pon-
chot winning with a lead 
of 81 percent of the votes 
and Jacob Pratt follow-
ing close behind with 67 
percent of the votes. Eric 
Amason, who was a for-
mer junior Yell Leader for 
the 2018 school year, fell 
short with only 41 per-
cent of the total votes. 

For the junior Yell 
Leaders, Breidon Johnson 
took the lead with 67.2 
percent, Ryan Meriweth-
er close behind with 64.8 
percent. 

Cade Ingram and Jon 
Kinsky received 49.8 per-
cent and 30.8 percent re-
spectively. As outlined in 
the Yell Leader constitu-
tion, an individual must 
receive at least 50 percent 
to be selected. A run-off 
election was due to be 
held March 4 through 
March 6 for the third ju-
nior Yell Leader. Howev-
er, Jon Kinsky withdrew 
from the run-off leaving 
Cade Ingram to fulfill the 
position.
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Black Student Alliance aims to 
combat microaggression

TAMUG’s Black Students Alliance 
(BSA) celebrated black history month 
through a series of events including an 
informative presentation on micro-
aggression. Black Student Aliiance 
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Gogh To the Galveston 
Art Center

With new exhibits at least every 
month, the GAC is dedicated to sharing 
contemporary art with the diverse com-
munity of Galveston County.

Galveston Art Center
Page 5

The anti-vaccination move-
ment’s influence

It comes as no surprise that many states 
have experienced outbreaks of measles 
due to the unvaccinated population of 
children in these locations. How does 
this affect us? Anti-Vaxx
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The Aggie Crew strokes towards 
the spring season

After TAMUG Crew Team finished 
the winter season strong, they now have 
been practicing for indoor erging com-
petitions since the start of the spring 
semester . Aggie Crew
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2019 Yell Leader results
For the first time in 

four years, two women, 
Vivian Guilfoyle, a soph-
omore marine biology 
major, and Beth Trumm, 
a sophomore marine biol-
ogy license option major, 
pursued the coveted Yell 
Leader position and were 
met with difficulties. The 
position is open to wom-
en; however, some be-
lieve it should not be. The 
women were met with 
friction during their cam-
paign. Guilfoyle shares 
her story.

In order to run for a Yell 
Leader position, students 
must obtain signatures to 
complete a petition for 
a spot on the ballot. Ac-
cording to Guilfoyle, mul-
tiple students refused to 
sign her petition since she 
was a woman. She shared 
that individuals went as 
far as telling her that the 
physical appearance of 
a Yell Leader personally 
mattered more than hav-
ing a candidate true to the 
Aggie core values and tra-
ditions of TAMUG. 

Once Guilfoyle final-

ized her petition require-
ments, she said she knew 
the campaign trail would 
be challenging but with 
the support of friends and 
other students, she felt en-
couraged to persevere. “A 
woman could be amazing 
in [a Yell Leader] position 
and promote a new sense 
of unity and acceptance 
on this campus,” stated 
Guilfoyle.  

A major component of 
running for Yell Leader 
is the tradition test. The 
tradition test is an exam 
about the fundamental 
customs present at TA-
MUG. Although each 
candidate is not required 
to take the traditions test, 
it is encouraged. Guil-
foyle, however, did not 
participate in taking the 
traditions test. As of right 
now, it is unclear as to 
why.

As of February 27th, the 
results were unfavorable 
to Guilfoyle. Neverthe-
less, Guilfoyle said she 
encourages other women 
who are dedicated to the 
Aggie spirit to run in the 
future.

Women challenging the 
dynamic and reshaping 
the conversation

By Faith Murphy, ‘20



On February 8, students 
and faculty gathered 
to welcome the newest 
addition to the Turtles 
About Town collaboration 
project to Texas A&M 
University at Galveston. 

Nick Dominique, a 
freshman marine biology 
major, was selected as the 
artist for this community 
art project. 

With the Texas A&M 
logo displayed proudly 
on its back, Dominique 
hoped to not only include 
elements that represent 
TAMUG, but also Galves-

ton Island. These compo-
nents can be seen on the 
flippers of the turtles as 
well as on the underbelly. 

On the flipper, Dom-
inique included various 
hues of blue to not only 
add a pop of color, but to 
also represent the Galves-
ton sign on The George & 
Cynthia Mitchell Memori-
al Causeway. 

Dominique also found it 
pivotal to incorporate The 
Maritime Academy onto 
the statue. This was done 
by painting the plastron a 
deep tan color to emulate 
the Maritime Academy 

cadet uniform. 
While painting the 

statue, Dominique had the 
help of family and friends 
along the way. 

The Turtles About Town 

project is a collaboration 
between Clay Cup Studios 
and the Turtle Island Res-
toration Network (TIRN). 
This public art project 
aims to not only bring the 

community together, but 
to also raise awareness for 
this endangered species. 
Be sure to check out other 
Turtles About Town stat-
ues around the Island.
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The newest addition of Turtles About Town statue at TAMUG Black Student Alliance aims to combat microaggression 

A discarded Chrysler 300 
between the Aggie Special 
Event Center (ASEC) and 
MAIN building quickly 
captured the attention of 
students early February 24. 

The vehicle was captured 
on surveillance video en-
tering campus through 
the MAIN front entrance 
around 1:00 a.m. Rick Ker-
shaw, the campus police 
officer on duty, quickly no-
ticed the suspicious behav-
ior of the vehicle. The car 
was described to be travel-
ling at a slow speed which 
prompted Kershaw to fol-
low the vehicle. 

The driver was observed 
turning into the facul-

ty and staff parking lot of 
the Classroom Laboratory 
Building (CLB) and con-
tinuing up the sidewalk be-
tween MAIN and CLB until 
it got stuck on the MAIN 
stairwell. Once stuck, the 
suspect was recorded flee-
ing the scene, abandoning 
the car. 

After inspecting the vehi-
cle, TAMUG campus police 
was able to track down and 
apprehend the suspect on 
February 27. The man re-
sponsible for the accident 
was not a student of Texas 
A&M University at Galves-
ton. 

The suspect claims to 
have fallen asleep behind 
the wheel. However, TA-

MUG Police Chief Sam 
Martinez assumes the driv-
er was impaired. “I suspect 
he was at Mardi Gras and 
took a wrong turn,” said 
Martinez. 

It was unable to be de-
termined if the driver was 
impaired, since he fled the 
scene. Since it is unknown 
that the driver was im-
paired, the incident was 
filed a an accident. 

A video of the abandoned 
car was first shared by Ary 
Minooe, a freshman gener-
al engineering major. The 
video was quickly shared to 
various social media pag-
es such as Fullmaroon and 
Theaggazine. The caption 
for the posts falsely claim 

that the vehicle was stolen. 
Chief Martinez stresses 

that it is important to con-
tact campus police before 
sharing suspicious activity 

to social media. “We 
would appreciate it if they 
give us a call first, there will 
alway be time to share it lat-
er,” said Martinez. 

|Photo :  Aryan Minooe

The campus drive-thru gone wrong; what really happened
By Mylasia Miklas, ‘20

|Photos :  Mylasia Miklas, Nautilus Staff
Artist, Nick Dominique, stands in front of the latest installment of the 

Turtes About Town project.

By Mylasia Miklas, ‘20
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The newest addition of Turtles About Town statue at TAMUG
News

With the hope of 
creating campus recog-
nition for black history, 
Texas A&M University at 
Galveston’s Black Student 
Alliance (BSA) celebrat-
ed Black History Month 
by hosting various events 
and presentations. 

On February 6, BSA 
organized a presentation 
titled “You’re Pretty for 
a Black Girl: A Presenta-
tion About Microaggres-
sion.” The lecture aimed 
to inform students about 
microaggression and the 
negative effects it inflicts 
onto individuals. 

Microaggression 
describes how everyday 
comments could unin-
tentionally reflect preju-
dice towards a person or 
group. The term is used 
in cases where a person 
may not mean what was 
said in the form it was 
translated. In most cases 
microaggression targets 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender (LGBT) 
individuals, minorities, 
or groups who are not 
perceived as common. 

BSA aimed to help 
educate students on the 
comments that cause 
harm whether inten-
tional or not. Sabrina 

Roberts, the president 
of BSA, explains these 
negative connotation 
covered quips may not 
cause immediate harm, 
but over time these 
phrases may accumulate 
and damage a person’s 
self esteem while also 
creating identity prob-
lems.

 Comments such as 
“you’re pretty for a black 
girl” or “why do you 
sound white?” are exam-
ples of microaggression. 
BSA explains, comments 
like these imply that 
speech or appearance 
has its limitations when 
it comes to race.“No one 
race should be tied to 
speaking with eloquence 

and great vernacular,” 
explained Roberts. Re-
marks of this form not 
only create unfair boxes 
to limit people when it 
comes to their capabil-
ities, but it changes the 
way people believe in 
themselves. 

In many cases, people 
may begin to question 
if the comments are 
correct and doubt their 
true selves. In order to 
combat microaggression, 
BSA stresses society 
must no longer brush the 
comments over with an 
awkward laugh. 

BSA aims to create 
an open environment 
for all ethnic groups. 
“Black History Month, 
while it celebrates black 
history, is about alliances 
between ethnic groups,” 
explained Roberts.  The 
intention is to create a 
place where all students 
can come together to 
work towards improving 
the community. BSA has 
made it their mission to 
give all students a voice 
at Texas A&M University 
at Galveston.

“No one 
race should be 
tied to speak-
ing with elo-
quence and 

great vernacu-
lar”

Black Student Alliance host Q&A session with 
Carol-Bunch Davis, Daisey McCloud, Derrick 
Ford and Branston Harris.

Black Student Alliance aims to combat microaggression 
By Emely Cruz, ‘22
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to social media. “We 
would appreciate it if they 
give us a call first, there will 
alway be time to share it lat-
er,” said Martinez. 

|Photo :  Aryan Minooe

This past semester, stu-
dents have taken to the 
Texas A&M University at 
Galveston student app to 
voice a growing demand 
for the implementation 
of surveillance cameras 
within residential park-
ing lots.

Multiple students post-
ed photos showing dam-
age that has been inflict-
ed on their vehicles while 

parked in the various res-
idential lots on campus. 

Surveillance cameras 
are not present within 
parking lots on campus 
due to the financial bur-
den cameras possess. 
However, Grant Shallen-
berger, Associate Vice 
President for Admin-
istration and Auxiliary 
Services, is working to-
wards their future imple-
mentation. 

TAMUG Police Chief 

Sam Martinez believes 
a surveillance system 
would be helpful. “I 
would love to have extra 
eyes and ears in the park-
ing lot, but right now I 
have to rely on students 
and staff to be my eyes 
and ears,” said Martinez. 

However, Martinez 
does acknowledge that 
the upkeep of cameras is 
not cheap and will pose as 
a challenging task. Equip-
ment must be capable of 

withstanding inclement 
weather and be durable 
enough to operate 24 
hours a day. 

Martinez also explains 
that while a surveillance 
system will provide reas-
surance, it will not be able 
to completely eradicate 
the issue.” Unfortunately, 
cameras themselves do 
not always show you ev-
erything,” said Martinez 
“it is not like a television 
that gives you a com-

pletely clear picture all 
the time.” 

While many students 
have taken to the student 
app to voice their frustra-
tions, campus police have 
only received 2 reports of 
vehicle damage. 

“I understand there is 
a lot of people talking 
about it, but I only have 2 
reports,” explained Mar-
tinez. 

Chief Martinez stress-
es that it is important 

to report any damage 
or criminal mischief to 
the TAMUG police. This 
will allow campus police 
to obtain a better under-
standing of where the ac-
tivity is taking place and 
reduce it. 

If you need to file a 
report, the University 
Police Department can 
be found in the Sea Ag-
gie Center (SAGC) or  
reached by dialing (409)-
740-4545.

Students call for improved security measures amid mounting allegations
By Mylasia Miklas, ‘20
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Students with an appre-
ciation for art or a curi-
osity for the interesting 
should visit the Galveston 
Art Center (GAC) at The 
Strand.

With new exhibits at 
least every month, the 
GAC is dedicated to 
sharing contemporary art 
with the diverse commu-
nity of Galveston County. 

The GAC is Galveston’s 
only permanent visual art 
location, has two floors 
of rotating exhibits, and 
an art shop allocated to 
helping artists find homes 
for their works. Dennis 
Nance, GAC Curator, 
shared that the GAC “is 
located in the historic 
1876 First National Bank 
building, and still has 
vaults in the building.” 
The vault on the second 
floor is actually used to 
showcase art today. “The 
GAC is part of Galves-
ton’s past, it is a historic 
local landmark, and a 
survivor of many local 
storms,”  said Nace.

The current exhibition 
on display is The Puppet 
Worlds of Miss Pussycat  
by New Orleans-based 
artist Panacea Theri-
ac, also known as Miss 
Pussycat. The exhibition 
includes characters and 
worlds from her last 
five puppet shows, and 
videos, photographs, and 
ceramic sculptures of her 
puppets. These characters 
are all original and relate 
to her own experiences 
as an artist and musician. 
This exhibition will be 
available until April 21, 
2019. 

The next Main Gallery 
exhibition does not open 
until March 9, 2019, but 
will be open to the public 
until June 2, 2019. The 
opening reception will be 

Lifestyle & Arts

Welcome to the largest 
livestock exhibition and 
rodeo in the world, the 
Houston Rodeo, which 
has occurred annually 
since 1932. From day one, 
the rodeo has raised and 
committed four hundred 
and seventy-five million 
dollars to the Texas youth, 
even pledging to give all of 
the entry fees to the edu-
cation fund. Nearly twen-
ty thousand scholarships 
have been presented since 
the first given out in 1957, 
with fourteen million dol-
lars in scholarships this 
year alone will be given to 
more than two thousand 
students across the state. 
From the beginning, the 
roots of the rodeo have 
been in promoting ag-
riculture to educate and 
entertain the public, near 
and far. 

The entertainment por-
tion for the rodeo began 
in 1942 with Gene Autry. 
Over the years, some of 
the biggest names in mu-
sic from around the world 
have played in the Reli-
ant Stadium such as Elvis 
Presley, Willie Nelson, 
Brooks & Dunn, and ZZ 
Top, to name just a few. 
This year, the biggest art-
ists headlining the rodeo 
are Cardi B, Brad Paisley, 
and George Strait, which 
are all exciting names to 
be heard when headlining 
a rodeo. In previous years, 
the rodeo has been known 
for its famous country 
artist line up, but the en-
tertainment has recently 
evolved to pop, hip hop, 
and even electronic dance 
music. 

When you think of the 
Rodeo, roping cattle, horse 
races, and bull riding may 
come to mind but in re-
ality, the Rodeo starts far 
before the entertainment 
ever reaches downtown 

Houston. The Texas tradi-
tional Trail Ride starts on 
February 16th and finishes 
in Houston on February 
23rd. This tradition began 
in 1952, with only four 
riders coming from Bren-
ham. Today, more than 
two thousand riders come 
from as far as San Antonio 
to take on 12 trails riding 
their horses while pulling 
their wagons, to relive the 
Old Western lifestyle and 
to bring awareness to the 
upcoming Houston Ro-
deo. Up next, more than 
two hundred and fifty 
teams, led by barbeque 
connoisseurs, from across 
the world come to compete 
in the three day World’s 
Championship Bar-B-Que 
cook off. The event brings 
many Texans together for 
great food, carnival games, 
and good company. 

Did you know that you 
can get involved too? Tex-
as A&M at Galveston Pro-
fessor Lowell Boudreaux 
volunteers annually as a 
part of his commitment 
to the Aggie Core Values, 

he describes his duty as 
an, “Ambassador of good-
will for TAMUG.” Profes-
sor Boudreaux joined the 
Houston Rodeo Commit-
tee three years ago when 
one of his students told 
him that it was an oppor-
tunity that could not be 
given up. He has been on 
two different committees, 
the Headquarter Commit-
tee and this year he was on 
the Check In and Informa-
tion committee. No matter 
what tasked he is assigned, 
from collecting trash to 
setting up for the famous 
cook off, he is always hap-
py to represent TAMUG 
in a positive light. Aside 
from volunteering he is 

always excited to go to the 
rodeo each year because 
it is an event both high-
ly anticipated yet family 
friendly. In his own words 
Professor Boudreaux de-
scribes the Houston Ro-
deo as, “A family get to-
gether with a quarter of a 
million people.” 

Whether it’s volunteer-
ing or just having a great 
time, next year be ready 
to showcase your Aggie 
culture at the Houston Ro-
deo. But for this year, the 
Houston Rodeo is running 
from February 25th to 
March 17th so make sure 
you grab a ticket, your best 
pair of boots, a hot date 
and get ready to rodeo!

Saddle up for the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
By Faith Murphy, ‘20 and 

Anna Seningen, ‘22

|Photos :  Faith Murphy, Nautilus StaffThe Houston Live-
stock Show and 
Rodeo is held at NRG 
Stadium since 2003.

|Infographic: Virginia Limon Nautilus Staff
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Students with an appre-
ciation for art or a curi-
osity for the interesting 
should visit the Galveston 
Art Center (GAC) at The 
Strand.

With new exhibits at 
least every month, the 
GAC is dedicated to 
sharing contemporary art 
with the diverse commu-
nity of Galveston County. 

The GAC is Galveston’s 
only permanent visual art 
location, has two floors 
of rotating exhibits, and 
an art shop allocated to 
helping artists find homes 
for their works. Dennis 
Nance, GAC Curator, 
shared that the GAC “is 
located in the historic 
1876 First National Bank 
building, and still has 
vaults in the building.” 
The vault on the second 
floor is actually used to 
showcase art today. “The 
GAC is part of Galves-
ton’s past, it is a historic 
local landmark, and a 
survivor of many local 
storms,”  said Nace.

The current exhibition 
on display is The Puppet 
Worlds of Miss Pussycat  
by New Orleans-based 
artist Panacea Theri-
ac, also known as Miss 
Pussycat. The exhibition 
includes characters and 
worlds from her last 
five puppet shows, and 
videos, photographs, and 
ceramic sculptures of her 
puppets. These characters 
are all original and relate 
to her own experiences 
as an artist and musician. 
This exhibition will be 
available until April 21, 
2019. 

The next Main Gallery 
exhibition does not open 
until March 9, 2019, but 
will be open to the public 
until June 2, 2019. The 
opening reception will be 

March 9, 2019, from 6:00 
to 9:00 PM. Brad Tucker’s 
Standard Tan includes a 
collection of wood, fabric, 
and painted sculptural 
objects that explore color, 
texture, and language. 
The GAC will showcase 
his work that, accord-
ing to the GAC website, 
“plays with the loose ends 
of craftsmanship at the 
border between painting 
and sculpting.” 

In addition to housing 
the works of numerous 
contemporary artists, the 
GAC also provides art ed-
ucation and outreach to 
all ages. The art education 
occurs inside the GAC 
itself and teams up with 
schools and other non-
profit educational orga-
nizations, allowing adults 
and children to develop 
a better appreciation to-
wards art and even create 
their own pieces based on 
their experiences. 

Along with art educa-
tion, the GAC has orga-
nized ArtWalk program 
for the past twenty years. 
A different ArtWalk 
occurs every six to eight 
weeks and, according 
to the GAC website, 
“encourages a working 
relationship with both the 
nonprofit and commer-
cial art spaces in the city 
by coordinating exhibi-
tion opening nights.” Art-
Walk allows businesses 
and existing art spaces to 
borrow original artworks 
to showcase. 

“The Galveston Art 
Center has rotating ex-
hibitions throughout the 
year and every ArtWalk 
is something new and 
really special because we 
showcase artists from our 
region,” said Nance.

Students who appreci-
ate art should consider 
volunteering at the GAC. 

“The Art Center relies 
heavily on volunteer work 
and donations, so I hope 
students can understand 
the importance of being 
involved with nonprofit 
organizations,” Explained 
Nance. 

As if helping a 
non-profit organization 
is not rewarding enough, 
the GAC also allows 
volunteers to exchange 

their hours for art classes. 
Every 10 hours of vol-
unteer work, volunteers 
earn a free art class at the 
Art Center. Volunteers 
needed include helpers 
during special events, 
desk jockeys, street 
walkers, educators that 
guide visitors through the 
GAC, and people with 
experience in subjects 
such as woodworking and 

painting. Visit the GAC 
website for more infor-
mation on volunteering. 

The GAC is a wonder-
fully informative and 
immersive art center that 
allows appreciators of art 
of all ages to see original 
artworks. Students should 
visit the GAC to gain a 
better appreciation of 
art. Be sure to visit the 
Galveston Art Center  the 

next time you’re walking 
The Strand with your 
friends. The Art Center 
never has an admission 
fee, and there are always 
special events to be on 
the lookout for. For more 
information, students 
can visit the GAC website 
at https://www.galves-
tonartscenter.org.

|Photos : Savannah Quiros, Nautilus Staff

Lifestyle & Arts

Gogh to the Galveston Art 
Center; no Monet required!

By Savannah Quiros, ‘22

Top and Bottom Right: The Puppet World of Miss Pussycat by Panacea Theriac, 
Bottom Left: Thank You, Please Drive Thru by Camp Bosworh.
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Every May, freshmen en-
gineering students will move 
away to College Station to con-
tinue their academic career and 
never look back. Meanwhile, 
most of us will continue our ed-
ucation at TAMUG wishing and 
hoping for better resources or 
even an iota of improvement in 
our facilities. In the meantime, 
the administration adds new 
buildings that students only use 
occasionally. The freshman that 
left will only realize how bad it 
is at TAMUG once they move 
on to a better campus with bet-
ter equipment and services. 
I, among others, feel that our 
campus is severely neglected, 
especially considering that we 
pay the same tuition and nearly 
identical fees as students at the 
College Station campus. Being 
a former student at main cam-
pus in College Station and see-
ing the neglect that this campus 
suffers is heartbreaking. 

The problems around cam-
pus range from the lack of infor-
mation dissemination to the in-
adequacy of tangible resources. 
In the TAMUG Students Face-
book group Cody Seals, a junior 
marine transportation major, 
posed the question: “What do 
y’all see as some of the biggest 
issues facing TAMUG and it’s 
students?” The answers includ-
ed many of those outlined be-
low as well as responses from 
other students on campus.

Information 
One of the most common-

ly mentioned issues in the re-
sponses to the Facebook post 
was the need for a “better,” “big-
ger,” or a general use ship for 
the campus. The preponderance 
of requests were for the mari-
time academy however, other 
students such as Erica Warner, 
a sophomore marine biology 
student, expressed interest in 
an interdepartmental collabo-
rative ship. Students should, at 
the very least be informed of the 
reasoning the campus is having 
difficulty acquiring a new ship; 
most notably, due to the fact 
that TAMUG is a maritime fo-

cused campus. Acquiring such 
a ship will have many applica-
tions for other departments as 
well as the maritime academy.

Information, in general, is of-
ten hard to come by. Sometimes 
a search of the TAMUG website 
will help, but not always. More 
often than not, information 
seems to be available but no one 
knows how to find it. Student 
organization events are nearly 
impossible to find unless you 
follow the particular organiza-
tion closely or are a member. 
According to Mackenzie Yoder, 
a member of the TAMUG Stu-
dents Facebook group, much of 
the campus information is also 
inaccurate or outdated. Lack of 
information on software avail-
ability, which computers run 
them, and where they are locat-
ed. 

To help address the problems 
with information, some prac-
tices can be streamlined or put 
into processes that can be du-
plicated. In the fast paced world 
we live in, things change quickly 
and often. This is regularly not 
communicated, consequently 
information becomes outdat-
ed and incorrect. By setting up 
procedures and documenting 
them, the updated information 
is disseminated properly and 
reduces misinformation. For 
student organizations, posting 
an event can be cumbersome 
and time consuming. There are 
dozens of questions when en-
tering an event on Wheelhouse 
that are irrelevant for simple 
weekly meetings. Main campus 
publishes a software list which 
we need as well.

Technology
Other common complaints 

on campus pertain to the com-
puters and technology utilized 
in the library. On main cam-
pus, they have the Open Access 
Labs (OALs) where each stu-
dent logs in with their unique 
account that includes personal 
storage for documents and set-
tings. This campus has several 
small computer rooms spread 
throughout various locations. 
These locations are open for use 

to anyone which can be helpful, 
but this can also be a problem. 
These campus computers are 
generally not setup to handle 
open public access. 

Additionally, the software, or 
the lack thereof, is inadequate 
for the needs of the students. 
Last semester, many computers 
required Flash Player updates in 
order to use web pages such as 
Sapling, which is a requirement 
for freshman chemistry classes. 
In addition, most computers 
lack the required free software 
for the freshman engineering 
programming classes, such as 
Anaconda. 

Access to Adobe products are 
incredibly inconvenient and in-
consistent. Students only have 
two complicated options: 
(1) hope The Studio is open or 
(2) use the library’s rental lap-
tops. The Studio is difficult to 
use due to their hours being 
random and not posted in a lo-
cation that is easy to find. Over-
all, the laptops are nearly im-
possible to use (for the Adobe 
products) because they are just 
not formatted correctly.

Software is not the only tech-
nological problem. Hardware 
is also extremely problematic 
and neglected. Last semester, 
the library had an entire table 

of computers that either did not 
power on correctly or did not 
connect to the internet. This 
semester, we continue to have 
several computers that do not 
function properly. It appears 
nothing is being done to fix any 
of them. The printers are also a 
common source of frustration 
for the students as they are often 
broken in some form or fash-
ion. For most of this semester, 
the color printer in the library 
has been out of service and as 
of the publication date of this 
issue, it still is. The availability 
of two black and white printers 
helps to mitigate issues for more 
common printing jobs; how-
ever, when the color printer is 
needed and is in disrepair, the 
backup options are less clear. 

Implementing better priva-
cy settings on the computers 
would be a good place to start 
by doing things such as allow-
ing or prompting for password 
saves. The campus should con-
sider posting reminders on the 
desktop image or with physi-
cal signs to remind students to 
logout of their accounts. It is 
not uncommon for students to 
come from a home where they 
or their family members are 
the only ones using a computer. 
These students do not always 

think twice about leaving their 
accounts logged in. 

In addition, the academic and 
technology departments need 
better communication. The ac-
ademic departments should be 
sharing the technological re-
quirements with the technology 
department to make sure the 
students’ needs are met. 

Access to Adobe products 
can be improved by posting the 
hours of operation of The Studio 
each semester and/or offering 
access outside of those hours by 
contacting a staff member. The 
laptops should be properly for-
matted and tested before being 
set out for use. Placing informa-
tion about who to contact with 
questions, comments, or con-
cerns about the laptops would 
be another way to help. Do we 
just tell the library staff? Con-
tact help desk? Is there an email 
address we can send to? All are 
questions students often need 
assistance with.

Being familiar with the OALs 
at main campus, the staff was 
required to post a sign on com-
puters that did not work to alert 
the users not only to not use the 
machine, but to let them know 
the staff was aware of the issue. 
This will also aid in not wast-
ing students’ time fighting with 
computers that are not working, 
causing more frustration. 

To put it bluntly, the printers 
on this campus need an upgrade. 
If they are unable to handle the 
load, they need to be replaced. 
The OAL printers on main cam-
pus are almost never down for 
more than a day and have sever-
al backup options.The fact that 
the color printer has been out of 
service for over two months is 
unacceptable. The only reason I 
was aware of an additional color 
printer on this campus was due 
to student comments on a post 
about the color printer being 
down. This information should 
absolutely be posted.

The forgetten sister: are we the neglected campus? Part 1of 2
By Virginia Limon, ‘21
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A few computers at Jack K. Williams Library have 
been unusable due to harware issues for nearly 2 
months at the time of writing.

Look for part 2 in the next 
issue due to be released 
in April.
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By now we have all heard the 
recent news of measles outbreaks 
throughout the United States. 
What you may not have heard is 
the extent to which the popu-
lation of the anti-vaccination 
movement (anti-vaxxers) has 
significantly increased in the past 
decade. The Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) reports that the 
number of unvaccinated school-
age children has quadrupled 
since 2001.

Consequently, it comes as 
no surprise that many states 
have experienced outbreaks of 
measles due to the unvaccinated 
population of children in these 
locations. How does this affect 
us? According to the CDC, the 
state of Texas has approximately 
60,000 children attending public 
schools that are unvaccinated, 
over 300,000 homeschooled 
children with no status of their 
immunizations, and 100,000 
school-age children that have 
received zero vaccinations–and 
these numbers are rising.  

The Why and How
Most of this is thanks in part 

to an extremely militant anti-vax 
campaign waged by self-educat-
ed parents, questionable re-
search, and several powerful po-
litical action committees (PACs). 
What began as a study that had 
“proved” autism was linked to 
vaccinations, has become an 
anger filled personal freedom 
debate. Organizations like Tex-
ans for Vaccine Choice, who are 
mostly masquerading as person-
al freedom fighters, have clouded 
this issue with massive amounts 
of money, propaganda, and pow-
er. Most of their disinformation 
campaign is rooted deeply in 
internet social media and aims to 
create a fear that vaccinations are 
somehow dangerous to children, 
even though medical research 
proves opposite. For example, 
one of the most common major 
immunizations under attack is 
the Measles, Mumps and Rubella 
Vaccine (MMR). For this specific 
shot, which does have the highest 
number of reported reactions, 
CDC statistics state that approxi-

mately one child per every 4,000 
will experience the immuni-
zations worst side effect, fibral 
seizures. However, what the large 
majority of anti-vaxxer adver-
tising will not tell you is that 
these reactions occur mostly in 
children with weakened immune 
systems or those individuals di-
agnosed with immune deficiency 
diseases. 

One of the major problems in 
combatting this hype is that the 
amount of information produced 
by anti-vax groups severely 
outnumbers the public voice of 
un-biased scientific research. The 
CDC has a website with statisti-
cal information, but its influence 
is minimal. The United States 
Surgeon General’s office and 
the past few presidential ad-
ministrations have been mostly 
silent on the issue. Doctors and 
academics who speak out against 
this pseudoscience are often 
harassed with threats of violence 
and even death. As a whole, the 
anti-vaccination movement has 
become increasingly hostile to 
anyone voicing their opinion in 
support of factual history and 
science. My own Facebook page 
is riddled with poor arguments 
and hateful responses from the 
few anti-vaxxers I do know. This 
is mainly because I choose to 
vaccinate my own children and 
encourage others to do so as 
well. So, why does this subject 
raise such an emotional debate? 

Why is this growing movement 
becoming progressively conten-
tious and combative? The answer 
is simple, fear. 

All things considered, I do 
not want to downplay the fact 
that some children with immune 
system diseases and genetic 
mutations should not receive 
immunizations that are contrary 
to medical advice. Vaccinations 
cannot and were never intended 
to be a single solution for every 
human being. However, the 
limited number of the popula-
tion belonging to this group is 
quite small. According to the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), less than 2 percent of 
the world’s population meet the 
current criteria for choosing not 
to be vaccinated. Although this 
is a global statistic, I am utilizing 
it due to the lack of statistics of 
the American population that 
meet these recommendations. 
Locally, understanding that these 
incredibly small numbers of 
children could be harmed by a 
shot in the arm is understand-
ably concerning to most parents. 
Nonetheless, it is much more 
responsible to have a child tested 
for every medical disorder that 
would cause a reaction to certain 
immunizations than to risk the 
overall health of their child or 
anyone else’s. Peter Hotez, the 
dean of the National School 
of Tropical Medicine at Baylor 
College of Medicine in Houston 

and the co-director of the Texas 
Children’s Hospital Center for 
Vaccine Development believes 
that Texas is particularly at risk 
of outbreaks due solely to the 
numbers of exemptions grant-
ed by the state due to “reasons 
of conscious.”  This should be 
alarming to anyone that works 
at an institution of learning or 
is responsible for a child that 
attends them. 

The Who and Where 
If this many of our fellow 

Texans are unvaccinated, who 
are they? Where are they from? 
The state of Texas reports that 
the vaccine exemption rates 
are highest in Austin, but also 
high in Plano, Denton, and Fort 
Worth. Be that as it may, the 
personal scale of anti-vaxxers is 
much broader and more diffi-
cult to nail down. Most parents 
included in this movement are 
lower to middle class but certain-
ly not by a huge margin. Eco-
nomically speaking, there really 
is no specific income bracket to 
fit this group into. Anti-vaxxers 
come from both ends of the 
political spectrum, and in Texas, 
this debate definitely ventures to-
wards political rights. The major 
anti-vaccine PACs often use very 
political language that includes 
fear mongering terminology like 
“medical freedom” and “personal 
choice.” What these organiza-
tions and this particular message 
fails to mention is that other 
families also have a fundamental 
right to be protected from conta-
gious infection. They’re entitled 
to protection from infections that 
were uncurable just over a half of 
a century ago. 

Vaccines have eradicated a 
plethora of awful diseases that 
most of us are not old enough 
to have physically or visually 
experienced. Polio, smallpox, 
yaws, rinderpest and malaria are 
all but extinct. The WtHO and 
the CDC statistics claim that 
vaccines save 2-3 million people 
from death every year. Even 
if we are not faced with more 
than a few deadly diseases here 
in Texas, isn’t some protection 
for you or your children better 

than none? Shouldn’t we use 
every means necessary to protect 
ourselves from possible sickness 
or disease? I have spent several 
years in countries where people 
stand in line for hours and walk 
miles to get the immunizations 
that we seem to be taking for 
granted. The rhetoric being 
used by the anti-vax crowd to 
dissuade these drugs is working 
because it is emotionally appeal-
ing. Arguments such as “Don’t 
you care what the government is 
putting in our children’s bod-
ies?” or “Don’t you know that 
unresearched vaccines are largely 
profitable for big pharmaceuti-
cal companies?” Although it is 
tempting to be lured into this 
mindset, these appeals are also 
easily refuted. Furthermore, 
the only way to help people 
understand the effectiveness 
of vaccination is to confront 
them directly. No matter how 
many times it takes, changing 
one mind and possibly saving 
a single life is worth the argu-
ment. Yes, there are chemicals in 
immunizations. No, they are not 
toxic, and no they do not cause 
Autism. 

In closing, the anti-vacci-
nation movement is growing 
and it is dangerous. Illnesses we 
thought were long forgotten are 
reemerging right here in our very 
own state. Luckily, most of them 
have been contained thanks 
to reporting requirements and 
education on the seriousness of 
these contagious diseases. That 
being said, what is the solution to 
the problem? Should Texas pass 
a law requiring immunizations 
to attend public schools and state 
funded universities? I am not ab-
solutely sure that more law is the 
correct answer, but the conversa-
tion should most definitely be on 
the table. 

For more information or to 
find statistics and timelines con-
cerning vaccinations, please visit 
the World Health Organization 
website at www.who.int/topics/
immunization/en/ or the Center 
for Disease Control at www.cdc.
gov/vaccines.
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The danger of the anti-vaccination movement’s social media influence
By  John Vandewater, ‘20
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The Texas A&M University 
at Galveston Crew Team finish-
es the winter season strong by 
placing 1st, 2nd, and 3rd across 
both men and women collegiate 
novice events in two regional 
tournaments, southwest Er-
gometer Amateur Tournament 
(SWEAT) and Erg Rodeo, on 
February 2 and 16.

The Southwest Ergometer 
Amateur Tournament, took 
place at Jesuit College Prepara-
tory in Dallas.  Two TAMUG 
Crew members participated in 
this indoor competition. Alys-
sa McLeland, a freshman ma-
rine biology major, received 
2nd place for collegiate wom-
en’s novice out of seven entries, 
and Team Captain David Brizzi, 
freshman marine transportation 
major, received 3rd place for 
collegiate men’s novice out of 
the nine entries.

 Two weeks later the team 
placed again at Erg Rodeo. Brizzi 
placed 1st for collegiate men’s 
novice and McLeland placed 
3rd place for collegiate wom-
en’s novice out of 26 entries. The 
rest of the team all placed in the 
upper half of the results. Brizzi 
attributes the teams success to 

their competitive spirit, that 
“The idea of a team and family is 
stronger on a rowing team, and 
the motivation is greater.”

The Team had been prac-
ticing for these indoor erging 
competitions since the start of 
the spring semester . During 
indoor competitions, individu-
al members of a crew team race 
on an erg machine. This ma-
chine tracks how fast and hard 
someone is rowing for a given 
distance. “Indoor races are more 
intense because it’s more or less 
an individual race,” says David 
Brizzi, “It’s not a boat. There is 
nowhere to hide. It’s all you.” 

These In-door tournaments 
differ greatly from the nor-
mal tournaments crew teams 
participate in. Typically crew 
teams will race boat shells rang-
ing from one to eight members 
for a set distance. These shells 
will either skull (two oars per 
member) or sweep (one oar per 
member). 

Erg competitions occur 
during the late winter and ear-
ly spring, when weather con-
ditions are too poor to host 
normal rowing competitions in 
most areas. These erging com-
petitions are significant, because 
they reflect how well a team will 

perform the rest of the spring 
season. During the Spring sea-
son rowers will race sprints, or 
2000 and 1000 meter races. The 
intensity of 2K season is much 
higher than the fall 6K season, 
because lower distance means 
higher intensity. 

TAMUG’s first outdoor event 

will be at the Heart of Texas Re-
gatta in Austin, where they will 
race against: Rice, Texas, Okla-
homa City, Texas Christian, and 
Louisiana State universities. If 
the team does well, the crew 
team will be invited to compete 
in the Southern Intercollegiate 
Rowing Association Champion-

ship (SIRA). 
SIRA would be the last com-

petition of the year for the crew 
team, taking place in Oak ridge 
Tennessee. With the promising 
results from SWEAT and Erg 
Rodeo, the team sets their sights 
on The Heart of Texas and SIRA 
regattas.

Aggie Crew carrying their boat after a stroll in Galveston Bay.
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Aggie Crew strokes towards 
the spring season

By Jackson Petroll, ‘22

Coming off a tough loss 
to St.Edward’s University in 
early February, the Texas A&M 
Galveston men’s lacrosse team 
is quickly making a comeback 
for what looks like one of their 
greatest seasons yet. 

The men’s lacrosse team 
began their winning streak by 
defeating Abilene Christian 
University 15-1. The team has 
been putting in an enormous 
amount of work in hopes of 
qualifying for finals later this 
May.  

On Sunday, February 24th, 
the Aggies took on Texas A&M 
University - Corpus Christi 
(TAMUCC) this past weekend, 

who the team previously lost 
to last semester, but bounced 
back by beating them 25-8. Top 
players in the game being Da-
vid Falloure, a senior maritime 
major, Reagan Walla, a junior 
maritime major, and Sam Ven-
ette, a junior maritime major. 
One of the best plays of the 
game occured when Venette 
ran for the goal before throw-
ing it to Walla who scored. 

TAMUCC tried to make a 
comeback throughout the sec-
ond quarter, getting the score 
up nine to six, but were not able 
to hold it for long. After TA-
MUG scored over ten points, 
they left TAMUCC in the dust, 
finishing with Ricky McNeil Jr., 

a senior marine engineering 
technology major, scoring the 
final goal of the game, bringing 
the score to 25-8.

John Campbell, the coach 
for the TAMUG men’s lacrosse 
team, said, “The team is trying 
to play more aggressive and put 
in more effort and hustle.” 

The team will be traveling to 
Colorado for the week of spring 
break to take on Metropolitan 
State College and the Colora-
do School of Mines. The team 
will travel back to Texas when 
spring break ends with a home 
game against Louisiana on 
March 23rd.

|Photo :  Faith Murphy, Nautilus Staff

The comeback kids: men’s lacrosse

No. 7 is Arturo Lopez Jr., a freshman general engineer-
ing major, facing off to get the ball at the beginning 
of the play.

By Faith Murphy, ‘20


