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 “There will always be enough water to go around.” 

“We don’t use treated water, we get clean fresh water from our rivers, reservoirs and aquifers.” 

If these statements sound familiar it is because they are both paradigm statements about water.  And 

they are no longer totally true.   

For example, if population and water supply projections in the latest Texas Water Plan come true, by the 

year 2060, there will not be enough water to supply the population of Texas ---- which, by the way, will 

have doubled between now and then.  Some experts say water shortages will occur long before that. 

And while there has been some significant rainfall this summer in southeast and east Texas, it has not 

been enough to re-fill the aquifers across the north of the state or replenish the Colorado, Brazos or 

Trinity rivers.  

And while we now have a $2 billion State Water Implementation Fund for Texas to implement projects 

in the Texas Water Plan, many of them take multiple years to complete and come online. 

So, yes, we are back with a new series on water management. 

There are also significant issues that we did not cover in our previous series of articles.  For example, 

Texas is also struggling with water supplies because of a lack of commitment from Mexico to honor a 

1944 treaty on water-sharing between the two nations along the Colorado River and the Rio Grande.  

This loss of irrigation water in the Lower Rio Grande Valley endangers almost 5000 jobs and reduces 

output by almost $400 million, with country-wide impact. 

(www.twdb.texas.gov/newsmedia/water_deficit)  

Although it is easy to focus on the problems with water management in our diverse state, it is more 

productive to focus on the steps that are already underway to build water security into our future.   

So this series of columns is being developed to focus on new techniques that have been applied or 

instituted for recycling, conservation, evaporation mitigation, desalination and infrastructure upgrades, 

among other things.    

We will be looking for examples of ways to expand our water management capabilities, including inter-

basin transfer of water in new canal/pipe systems, better wastewater treatment so reuse can include 

drinking water, off-channel water storage during wetter periods for use during drier periods, and 

improving water delivery systems. 

http://www.twdb.texas.gov/newsmedia/water_deficit


In each of the examples we will share, you will see changing paradigms: Individuals looking at water 

supply and demand differently in their homes. Cities working to update infrastructure.  Businesses and 

industries using recycled water in place of fresh.  Water authorities completing projects to shift from 

groundwater to surface water sources. Communities supporting rain-barrel water collection for 

irrigation.  

Projects and conversations are taking place across the state, both under the umbrella of the Texas 

Water Plan and local water management authorities.  Successes such as those highlighted in this series 

of articles will continue to drive Texas to a more secure water future. 

You may access all of our water articles at www.tamug.edu/linton. Stay tuned. 

http://www.tamug.edu/linton

